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Property under the jurisdiction of the 
Department of Defense. Commissaries 
operated by the Defense Commissary 
Agency and facilities operated by the 
Army and Air Force Exchange Service, 
the Navy Exchange Service Command, 
the Marine Corps Exchanges, and U.S. 
Navy ships’ stores (sometimes referred 
to collectively herein as ‘‘retail out-
lets’’), excluding, for the purposes of 
this part, entities that are not instru-
mentalities of the United States. 

Sexually explicit material. Material, 
the dominant theme of which is the de-
piction or description of nudity, includ-
ing sexual or excretory activities or or-
gans, in a lascivious way.

§ 235.4 Policy. 

In implementing 10 U.S.C. 2489a, it is 
DoD policy that: (a) No sexually ex-
plicit material may be offered for sale 
or rental on property under the juris-
diction of the Department of Defense, 
and no member of the Armed Forces, or 
DoD civilian officer or employee, act-
ing in his or her official capacity, shall 
offer for sale or rental any sexually ex-
plicit material. 

(b) Material shall not be deemed sex-
ually explicit because of any message 
or point of view expressed therein.

§ 235.5 Responsibilities. 

(a) The Assistant Secretary of De-
fense for Force Management Policy, 
under the Under Secretary of Defense 
for Personnel and Readiness, shall: 

(1) Monitor and, as to DoD resale ac-
tivities under the Assistant Secretary’s 
authority, direction and control, en-
sure compliance with this part; 

(2) Establish, and appoint a chair of, 
the Resale Activities Board of Review 
(the ‘‘Board’’) and approve senior rep-
resentatives from the Army and Air 
Force Exchange Service, the Navy Ex-
change Service, and the Marine Corps 
Exchange Service; and approve a senior 
representative from each of the Mili-
tary Departments, if designated by the 
Military Department concerned, to 
serve as board members on the Resale 
Activities Board. 

(3) Monitor the activities of the Re-
sale Activities Board of Review and en-
sure that the Board discharges its re-
sponsibilities as set forth in § 235.6. 

(b) The Secretaries of the Military 
Departments shall ensure that their re-
spective component DoD resale activi-
ties comply with this part and may 
designate a senior representative to 
serve on the Board. 

(c) The Secretary of the Army and 
the Secretary of the Air Force shall 
each appoint one senior representative 
from the Army and Air Force Exchange 
Service to serve on the Board. 

(d) The Secretary of the Navy shall 
appoint a senior representative from 
the Navy Exchange Service Command 
and a senior representative from the 
Marine Corps Exchange Service to 
serve on the Board.

§ 235.6 Procedures. 
(a) The Board shall have the author-

ity and responsibility periodically to 
review material offered or to be offered 
for sale or rental on property under 
DoD jurisdiction, and to determine 
whether any such material is sexually 
explicit in accordance with this part. 
Within 60 days of the issuance of this 
part, the Board shall undertake and 
complete an initial review of material 
that is offered for sale or rental on the 
date that this part becomes effective. 

(b) If the Board determines that any 
material offered for sale or rental on 
property under DoD jurisdiction is sex-
ually explicit, such material shall be 
withdrawn from all retail outlets 
where it is sold or rented and returned 
to distributors or suppliers, and shall 
not be purchased absent further action 
by the Board. 

(c) Following its initial review under 
paragraph (a) of this section, the Board 
shall convene as necessary to deter-
mine whether any material offered or 
to be offered for sale or rental on prop-
erty under DoD jurisdiction is sexually 
explicit. The Board members shall, to 
the extent practicable, maintain and 
update relevant information about ma-
terial offered or to be offered for sale 
or rental on property under DoD juris-
diction. 

(d) If any purchasing agent or man-
ager of a retail outlet has reason to be-
lieve that material offered or to be of-
fered for sale or rental on property 
under DoD jurisdiction may be sexu-
ally explicit as defined herein, and 
such material is not addressed by the 
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2 See footnote 1 to § 235.1.

Board’s instructions issued under para-
graph (e) of this section, he or she shall 
request a determination from the 
Board about such material. 

(e) At the conclusion of its initial re-
view under paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion, and, thereafter, from time to time 
as necessary, the Board shall provide 
instructions to purchasing agents and 
managers of retail outlets about the 
withdrawal and return of sexually ex-
plicit material. The Board may also 
provide instructions to purchasing 
agents and managers of retail outlets 
about material that it has determined 
is not sexually explicit. Purchasing 
agents and managers of retail outlets 
shall continue to follow their usual 
purchasing and stocking practices un-
less instructed otherwise by the Board.

§ 235.7 Information requirements. 

The Chair, Resale Activities Board of 
Review, shall submit to the Assistant 
Secretary of Defense for Force Manage-
ment Policy an annual report docu-
menting the activities, decisions, and 
membership of the Board. The annual 
report shall be due on October 1. The 
annual report required by this part is 
exempt from licensing in accordance 
with paragraph 5.4.3. of DoD 8910.1–M.2

PART 237a—PUBLIC AFFAIRS 
LIAISON WITH INDUSTRY

Sec.
237a.1 Purpose. 
237a.2 Applicability. 
237a.3 Objective and policy. 
237a.4 Procedures.

AUTHORITY: 5 U.S.C. 301.

SOURCE: 35 FR 10889, July 7, 1970, unless 
otherwise noted.

§ 237a.1 Purpose. 

This part establishes (a) guidance for 
preparation of the Defense Industry 
Bulletin, and (b) includes guidance and 
procedures governing Department of 
Defense cooperation with industry on 
(1) public affairs matters in general, (2) 
industry-sponsored events, and (3) ad-
vertising defense themes and products.

§ 237a.2 Applicability. 
The provisions of this part apply to 

all components of the DoD.

§ 237a.3 Objective and policy. 
(a) It is important that American in-

dustry—particularly defense contrac-
tors—understand the plans, programs, 
and activities of the DoD. Such under-
standing can be achieved by (1) wide 
dissemination of information to the 
business community, consistent with 
national security, and (2) cooperation 
with industry in public relations ac-
tivities which are not contrary to the 
national or DoD interests. 

(b) As outlined in part 237 of this sub-
chapter, DoD components shall cooper-
ate with industry at local and regional 
levels. However, they will notify the 
Assistant Secretary of Defense (Public 
Affairs) (ASD(PA)) promptly of any 
local or regional activity which has the 
potential of being escalated, or which 
has been escalated by unforeseen cir-
cumstances, to national or inter-
national interest.

§ 237a.4 Procedures. 
(a) Defense Industry Bulletin. The bul-

letin, authorized by part 237 of this 
subchapter to apprise defense contrac-
tors, trade associations and other busi-
ness organizations of DoD policies, 
plans, programs, and procedures which 
have an impact on business or indus-
try, achieve widespread awareness and 
understanding of DoD policies, plans, 
programs, and procedures governing re-
search, development and production, 
and the procurement of goods and serv-
ices, and serve as a guide to and stimu-
late ideas throughout the industrial 
community concerning solutions of 
problems arising in fulfillment of DoD 
requirements, will be published and 
distributed by the Directorate for Com-
munity Relations, OASD(PA). 

(1) DoD components may submit any 
of the items listed below to the Editor, 
Defense Industry Bulletin, OASD(PA), 
by the 20th day of each month. If no 
significant information exists, a nega-
tive report will be submitted. 

(i) Articles, preferably by-lined, with 
supporting photographs or illustra-
tions. (Suggested length is 2,000–2,500 
words, but may be shorter or longer as 
coverage of subject requires.) 
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